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these characteristics appeared in it in a
more or less marked degree; but the trans-
formation was never complete. The centre
of*it remained a college, with its local con-
stituency and rooted traditions, and its
thousand or two thousand undergraduates
needing to be educated. Experts in every
science and money to pay them were not
at hand, arid the foreign talent that could
be attracted did not always prove morally
or socially digestible. The browsing under-
graduate could simply range with a looser
tether, and he was reinforced by a fringe
of graduates who had not yet had enough,
or who were attracted from other colleges.
These graduates came to form a sort of
normal school for future professors, stamped
as in Germany with a Ph.D.; and the
teachers in each subject became a committee
charged with something of the functions of
a registry office, to find places for their
nurslings. The university could thus acquire
a national and even an international func-
tion, drawing in distinguished talent and
youthful ambition from everywhere, and
sending forth in various directions its
apostles of light and learning.